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Overcoming barriers in mathematics – helping children move from level 2 to level 3


Can I explain the relationships between km and m, m and cm, kg and g, l and ml?

Understanding units of length

Discuss what a kilometre is and its relationship with a metre.

	Q
Where have you seen/heard of this measure?


Discuss responses.

	Q
Does anyone know how many metre sticks make up a kilometre when the sticks are placed end to end?


Agree that the kilometre is used to measure longer distances, and the metre and centimetre are used to measure shorter distances.  

	Q
Can you think of three examples of things that you would measure in:

· centimetres?
· metres?

· kilometres?


Discuss answers and the relationships between metres and centimetres.

Model how long each unit of measure is, using appropriate measuring equipment – a ruler, a metre stick, a tape measure. 

Discuss how long it might take children to walk a kilometre.

Take cross-curricular opportunities to deepen children’s understanding of units of measurement. For example, ask them to:

· find out what measures their parents use in their jobs or in the home;

· take measurements of jumps or throws in PE lessons;

· use measures in art, design and technology lessons, discussing degrees of accuracy.
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