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Can I work out how long it is between two times?

Teaching guidance

Key vocabulary

time, timer, clock, watch, analogue, digital, display, hands, second, minute, hour, day, o’clock, half past, quarter to, quarter past, am, pm, before, after, interval, start time, end time, How long ago?, How long will it take to …?, How long will it be to …?

Models and images

	Time lines

	Use a time line to calculate time intervals. This powerful image can help children to bridge through hours accurately. 




	Counting stick

	1.00 pm             1.30 pm               2.00 pm                                                                      
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           1/4 past  

Establish different times by counting along the counting stick. After counting forwards and backwards, ask children to give you the length of time between two points. Change the intervals on the counting stick.


	Tell the time ITP

	Use the Tell the Time ITP’s split-screen facility to display and compare two different times. 
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Teaching tips

· Time lines are particularly valuable in supporting children to work out time differences effectively, building on children’s number line skills. Ensure children remember that an hour is 60 (not 100) minutes when they bridge through the hour.
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· Annotate representations of analogue clock faces to help children count on to find the difference between two times. Help them to become more efficient by building on bonds to 60 to identify the number of minutes until the next hour, and the number of additional minutes (and hours if necessary).
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· To understand the difference between two times and be able to check their calculations, children need to develop an understanding of the duration of different events. Ask them to note the start and finish times of different activities, for example watching a favourite television programme, playing a board game or going for a walk, then work out how long each takes.

· Present children with times in different formats to establish the difference between two times, for example in television schedules. Journey timetables can be introduced as children become confident in telling the time to the nearest minute as well as to the nearest five minutes.

	Start
	Finish

	1.00
	1.55

	4.30
	5.20

	2.25
	3.35
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