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Can I read the time to the nearest 5 minutes on an analogue clock using the correct vocabulary?

Teaching guidance

Key vocabulary

time, timer, clock, watch, hands, second, minute, hour, day, o’clock, half past, quarter to, quarter past, am, pm, before, after, interval, start time, end time, How long ago?, How long will it take to …?, How long will it be to …?

Models and images

	Tell the time ITP

	This ITP can be used to show analogue time, digital time or synchronised analogue and digital clocks. The program allows you to add or subtract a selected time interval.
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	Analogue clock faces
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Ensure that children have opportunities to read the time on a variety of clock faces.


	Counting stick
Use a counting stick to practise counting in 5-minute, quarter-hour or half-hour intervals.

1 pm              2 pm                3 pm
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            1/2 past

Since counting sticks usually have 10 intervals, you may wish to make a stick with 12 divisions.


Teaching tips

· When demonstrating times on an analogue clock, use a clock with geared hands. Children should have small geared clocks for their own use. Simple clock faces without geared hands do not help children to understand how the long hand moves over an hour.
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· Relate half and quarter hours on the clock to children’s
understanding of fractions of shapes.



· Rehearse counting in fives to support children in reading clocks to the nearest five minutes. Count around the clock face, moving the hand by five minutes each time.

· Many children have difficulty remembering the functions of the long and short hands on a clock. Try helping them to tell the time on a ‘broken’ clock which only has the short, hour hand. Establish that you can estimate the time using just this hand. Ask: Which two hours is the time between? Is it closer to 10 o’clock or 11 o’clock? Is it more than halfway round to the 11? The longer hand can then be used to confirm the exact number of minutes past or to the hour.

· Provide plenty of opportunities to tell the time during the routine of the day. Put children in charge of letting everyone know when it is 10 minutes before assembly/lunch/break. Have a detailed timetable for children to refer to, with times displayed as analogue clock faces as well as written times.


· Ensure that children use language related to time, finding different ways to describe times (15 minutes to …, quarter to …, 45 minutes past …).
· Challenge children to display times on their own clocks that they have heard explained in different ways and have read as written times.

· Ensure children understand the relationships between units of time, in particular seconds, minutes and hours. 

quarter to











half past





quarter past





o’clock











00099-2008DOC-EN-18

© Crown copyright 2008


1
PAGE  
00099-2008DOC-EN-18

© Crown copyright 2008


2

