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Can I create and interpret a pictogram where the symbols represent more than one object?

Teaching guidance

Key vocabulary

problem, explain, reasoning, reason, predict, relationship, collect, organise, compare, sort, classify, represent, interpret, effect, information, data, survey, questionnaire, table, label, title, scale, symbol, pictogram

Models and images

	Variety of pictograms

Provide examples of pictograms that use a range of different symbols.
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Teaching tips

· Ensure that children understand that the symbols on a pictogram can signify more than one object and that a partly drawn symbol can also represent a known number. Model how you would look for this information before trying to answer questions about the data.

· Encourage children to look at the whole chart, for example by asking them to tell you five things that they know from reading the pictogram, before asking specific questions.

· Pictograms can be created in groups or as a class, as well as individually. Children can draw their symbol on sticky notes and then place these onto a class pictogram. This will quickly generate a set of class data and provide opportunities for questions to be asked. When a symbol represents more than one object/opinion, then the children it represents should jointly place their symbol on the pictogram.

· When children are creating their own pictogram, help them to draw images that are of a standard size, otherwise the data become difficult to read quickly and effectively.

· It is important that children appreciate that the symbols used on pictograms do not necessarily have to match the theme of the data collected, for example a pictogram about transport does not need to use images of vehicles to represent the data.

· Provide examples of pictograms where the symbols are displayed vertically, as well as ones with symbols displayed horizontally.

· When showing children secondary data (data that have already been collected), ask them to think about who collected the data, why they collected it and how they might have collected it.

Ways of comings to school today
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