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Can I identify the stages involved in a two-step problem?

Shopping problems

Show the price list from the resource sheet below. Ensure that the children know how to read the table by asking questions such as:

	Q
How much does it cost to buy a small cabbage plant? A large rose?


Set a context for the problem by explaining that three plants are needed to brighten the window sill. You have £5.00 to spend. You need to work out what the three plants would cost altogether and how much change you should receive.

Invite children to work in pairs, to choose three plants and write the prices of each on their whiteboards. Share one selection with the whole class.
	Q
Why did you choose those three plants?


Share any examples of estimation that children used to ensure that the total does not exceed £5.00.
	Q
What steps could you take to solve this problem?


Establish that the first step could be to calculate the total and the second step would then be to work out the change from £5.00.

Take one example and together work through these steps to solve the problem. 

Ask children to share different methods they used.

Ask children to work out the total cost and change given from £5.00 for other choices of three plants.

Resource sheet: Shopping problems 



 








Here is a price list for the plants on sale at George’s plant stall.

	
	Small
	Medium
	Large
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Cabbage plant
	60p
	£1.30
	£2.10
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Sunflower
	40p
	£1.10
	£2.40
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Rose
	50p
	£1.20
	£2.60
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African violet
	80p
	£1.50
	£2.60


You have £5.00 to spend.  

Which three plants could you buy? 

What would they cost altogether and how much change would you get from your £5.00?
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