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Overcoming barriers in mathematics – helping children move from level 2 to level 3


Can I identify the stages involved in a two-step problem?
One-step and two-step word problems

Cut out the word problem cards below and ask children to sort them into problems that can be solved in one step and those that involve two steps.

Choose a two-step problem to solve. Use the following questions and prompts:

· What is the first thing you need to work out?

· Decide on the calculation you need to do. Jot it down and work it out.

· What is the next step? 

· Record the calculation you need to do and work this out.

· Record the answer to the problem in a sentence.

· Check that your answer sounds sensible.

	Assembly is about 20 minutes long. We have assembly
every school day. 

How many minutes do we spend in assembly in a school week? 
	I buy a 1 litre bottle of lemonade and pour out three cups. 

Each cup holds 300 ml.

How much lemonade is left
in the bottle?

	The school buys a pack of 100 pencils.

The office keeps 20 pencils and shares the rest out equally between four classes. 

How many pencils does each class get?
	I mix 300 g of flour with 200 g of sugar, then divide the mixture equally into two bowls. 

What weight of mixture is in each bowl?

	Mark grows a sunflower that is 152 cm tall. 

Joan’s sunflower is 135 cm tall.

How much taller is Mark’s sunflower?
	Jan is saving to buy a present that costs £10. 

She has saved £3.50, then is given another £2.50. 

How much more does she need to save?

	72 people go on a school trip. There are 36 boys and 29 girls. The others are teachers. 

How many teachers go on the trip?
	The school’s swimming pool is 25 m long. How many lengths must I do to swim 100 m?
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