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Overcoming barriers in mathematics – helping children move from level 2 to level 3


Can I round two-digit or three-digit numbers to the nearest 10 or 100?
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Rounding to the nearest 100
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Open the Decimal number line ITP.

Click on the  10  button.

It will change to say 100, giving a 0–1000 number line marked in intervals of 100.

	Q
Which of these multiples of 100 does the number 478 lie between?
Is it closer to 400 or 500? How do you know?


Secure understanding that 478 when rounded to the nearest 100 is 500. 

Ask the children to round other three-digit numbers to the nearest 100, explaining their thinking.

	Q
Where would 650 lie on the number line?
What is 650 rounded to the nearest 100?


Explain that although 650 lies exactly halfway between 600 and 700, it is rounded up to 700, as numbers ending in 50 are rounded up.

	Q
What is 329 rounded to the nearest 100?


Ask a child to drag the yellow pointer to show the position of 329 on the number line.


Click under the 300–400 interval to show smaller divisions. Click on the circle that has appeared to show the interval from 300 to 400 as a new number line. 

Ask a child to drag the pointer to show the position of the number 329 on this new number line.

	Q
What is 329 rounded to the nearest 10? How do you know?


Repeat for other two-digit and three-digit numbers.
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