Games on
(Bowland disk – Case study: You Reckon)
Activity

I tried this with a low ability Year 9 class who worked individually although I would have preferred group or paired work.
Cross-curricular opportunities
Links with PE due to the context and English as the pupils are asked to write a letter. It also could support diplomas pupils in terms of construction.
Resources

The Olympic opening ceremony video clip and worksheet (Bowland disk)
The London2012.com website might also generate discussion.

Tape measure, squared paper, (calculators)

Success for All card sort N4

What as a teacher did I hope to get out of it?
I wanted pupils to try investigative, open ended tasks where they make decisions. I also wanted them to be confident with size of number and real life estimates. 
The task…

After watching the opening ceremony clip and discussing what we could see, we used a tape measure and desks to create a 1m2 space and pupils stood in the space to decide on a reasonable amount of people that could fit in. They then used the Games On worksheet to explain using various methods (including counting squares) if 11,000 Olympians could fit into the stadium for the opening ceremony.
As a plenary the pupils used their knowledge (and the tape measure) to do the card sort activity.

Outcomes
The pupils were slow to start on their own but with some guidance were able to make decisions. They were starting to use estimates of real life measures to make judgements. With a more able group I would have liked to have taken the task further to discuss aisles, standing time etc.
Jenny Burn, HIAS


