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Objective: Solve multi-step problems involving all four operations in context, 
deciding which operations and methods (including mental and efficient jottings and 
diagrams) to use and why. 

• Year 5 Task 4: 

This task is taken from the NRich website. To view the task, follow the link:  

https://nrich.maths.org/1013?utm_source=primary-map  Included on the website 

are tips on how to get started and worked solutions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting started  

One way of beginning to tackle this problem is just to add the numbers together. This 

gives a total which is less than 50. If we consider which other operations we could 

use to make our total larger multiplication would seem to be a good option.  

We could try multiplying the largest two numbers: 

8 x 9 = 72 

We could now add this total to the remaining numbers: 

1 + 2 + 3 + 4 + 5 + 6 + 7 = 28 

72 + 28 = 100 

Another way to record this would be: 

1 + 2 + 3 + 4 + 5 + 6 + 7 + (8 x 9) = 100  

 

 

https://nrich.maths.org/1013?utm_source=primary-map
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Here is another possibility using addition, multiplication and subtraction: 

1 + 2 + 3 + 4 + 5 = 15, 15 x 6 = 90, 90 – 7 = 83, 83 + 8 = 91, 91 + 9 = 100 

 

Now have a go for yourself and see what you can do! 
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Examples of solutions and strategies from the NRich website: 

 


